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Scripture in Islam 
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• All Muslims believe the Quran is the Word of God.  

• Informs of the nature of God, purpose of the 

universe, purpose of life and good news of eternal 

life in hereafter. 

• It contains stories of the prophets – sent to all 

people. 

• Now We send down to you a Book which contains 

what you must heed in life for your honor and 

happiness. Will you not, then, reason and 

understand?” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:10) 

• Muslims reflect thoroughly upon the created 

books of the universe and human beings, along 
with the revealed book of the Qur’an - the written 

counterpart of the universe and the human. 

 

 

What is scripture in Islam? 
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• A really pious person is one who believes 
and practices what he believes by fulfilling 
both his “personal responsibilities in 
devotion to God” and “social 
responsibilities within society.”  

• Social responsibilities extend further beyond 
one’s personal relationship with God. 

• Indeed one key principal ethics emanating 
from Islamic scriptural teachings is – positive 
action – Muzbat harakat – in all aspects of 
life whether private or public and serves as 
a great reminder . 

• The necessity of observing Sunnatu’llah, or 
God’s Practice, as much as the obligation 
of observing religious commandments. 

 

 

A doing book? 
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Ultimate Aim 

• The aim is becoming the living 
embodiment of the Qur’an.  

• Muslims make connections 
between the time, place, 
conditions and figures mentioned 
in the verses and their own time, 
place and the conditions 
surrounding them” to truly benefit 
from them and see their similar 
projections in their own times.  

• “If we view the narratives in the 
Qur’an as certain stories about 
certain bygone peoples, our 
benefit from it will be little.” 
(Gülen) 
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How do ordinary Muslims view 

the Quran? 
• Despite the diversity in the Muslim world – the Qur’an 

has individual significance for every single Muslim. 

• Due to the diversity – the individual approaches to 

the Qur’an vary across the span of geography, time 

and history of Muslim world.  

• Greatest scientists, theologians, artists, poets, 

philosophers, politicians, have all derived inspiration 

from the Qur’an. 

• Great names, such as Ibn Sina (Avecinna) Ibn Rush 

(Averoes) to Rumi, Ibn Arabi, Rabia Al Adawiya, Ibn 

Khaldoun to Ghazzali , Hafiz, have all been inspired 

by the Qur’an. 

• Non Muslims too have had their share – names such 

as Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Carlyle, Mahatma 

Gandhi have also benefitted.  
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United by One Book - The Holy Qur’an. 

• Regardless of differences in worldly 

pursuits, all Muslims from all 

generations,  read the Qur’an, 

which was revealed to the Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him.  

• Muslims all receive their own share 

of wisdom and spiritual nutrition 

depending on circumstances and 

knowledge.  

• This aspect of the Qur’an is striking.  

• It is like a table where everybody 

can enjoy feeding their heart and 

souls.  
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How is it commonly used? 

• For more than 1,400 years, for 
Muslims all around the world, 
the Qur’an has been a book 
for: 

  Supplication and remembering 
God,  

 A shelter from misfortune,  

 A source of information and 
wisdom,  

 A reference for law-making.  

• Since the Qur’an is a 
manifestation of God’s infinite 
knowledge, it is a miraculous 
book that never gets outdated, 
having something to offer every 
reader.  
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Pacific Ocean Analogy 
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Who Knows the Pacific Ocean? 

1. An expert who knows all the text book knowledge of it 
but has never seen it 

2. Someone with no knowledge standing on shore, feeling 
the sand, hearing the waves, feeling the breeze, 
enjoying sunset on horizon 

3. Someone who gets a little closer, his feet gets wet and 
he feels how cold the water is. 

4. Another person swimming in the ocean. He can taste it, 
the water is salty and he can feel the thrust of the 
powerful waves. 

5.  Some jump into it and swim forward and fast without 
really knowing how deep it could get and maybe drown. 

6. There are also explorers. They travel  long distances, see 
different countries, visit distant shores, swim and dive 
expertly, and even find treasures hidden underneath. 
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Quran is like a big ocean 

• The Qur’an is like a big ocean, living, 

breathing, growing, and supporting life.  

• It is full of treasures and beauty, over 

and under.  

• Just like each person in the above 

analogy enjoys and benefits from the 

ocean differently, the Qur’an has been 

enjoyed and benefitted in different 

methods and forms, at different levels, 

for hundreds of years.  

• Some learn a lot from it, but 

unfortunately cannot feel its true nature 
and depth, like the first person in the 

metaphor who reads about the ocean 

in the library.  
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Some get it wrong… 

• Some illuminate both their minds 

and their hearts as much as they 

can. They explore different shores 

of the Qur’an, doing, learning, 

and feeling – seeing more than 

others.  

• On the other hand, there are 

people who read the same 

Qur’an but get it wrong, or maybe 

partially read out of context and 

lose their way, much like the 

person who gets drowned in 

deep waters.  
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Ocean Diver Analogy 

• Divers can plunge to depths of the ocean searching 

for jewels of a treasure.  

• Their eyes are closed; they understand what is they 

are looking for through the use of their hands.  

• http://www.fountainmagazine.com/Issue/detail/the-

quran-an-eternal-journey-september-2013  
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Different interpretations 

• People studying the Qur’an all have 
different lenses, shaped and coloured 
according to their abilities, 
backgrounds, past knowledge, and 
prejudices. 

• Two people about the treasures of the 
Qur’an, they might give you different 
interpretations of the same verse.  

• All the interpretations might be true, 
and there could even be more 
interpretations, because the Qur’an 
has all the wisdom and knowledge of 
the past and all that we will have in the 
future.  

 



Title of Presentation Slide 16 

Some meanings change over time 

• Different understandings and 
interpretations of the Qur’an not only 
arise from differences in people’s 
viewpoints and intellects, but also 
depend on the conditions of time 
and place.  

• For instance, verses about science 
and technology are understood 
better with progress made and 
discoveries. 

•  The mature and perfect 
understanding of the verses comes 
from people helping each other; it is 
like lifting a heavy stone together. 
The more hands that go under the 
stone, the easier it gets to move it.  
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Some understandings don’t change 

• The understanding of some verses about 
spiritual matters, like the pillars of Islam, the 
daily prayers, or other types of worship, do 
not usually change from person to person, 
time to time, or place to place.  

• Unlike the improvement of existing 
technology, whatever has been revealed 
by the Qur’an has been understood and 
practiced first by Prophet Muhammad in 
the best possible way.   

• The Quran is a generous source of 
knowledge.  

• Anybody reading it – from innocent 
children, to important academics, from the 
contemporaries of the Prophet to the ones 
yet to come – will have their own share of 
the wisdom it carries. 
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How Qur’an and hadith affect 

daily Muslim life? 
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Importance of Quran for a Muslim 

• Given the strong presence of the Qur’an in the 

lives of many Muslims, various norms and practices 

concerning interaction with the Qur’an as 

developed over time.  

• Some of these practices are universal, known to 

most Muslims, regardless of the time or place in 

which they live, while others may be specific to a 

certain culture or time.  

• The common thread in all these practices is a 

sense of respect and reverence for the Qur’an as 

the Word of God and hence as a sacred object.  

• Respect parents, neighbors, elders, giving charities, 

rituals, observing religious holidays etc. 
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Recitation of the Qur’an 
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Recitation of the Qur’an 

• Recitation of the Qur’an is a form of worship, not only 

as part of daily prayers, but also in its own right. 

• Muslims recite the Qur’an as part of their personal 

religious practice, often daily. 

• Children often start learning to recite the Qur’an 

from an early age.  

• Muslims are encouraged to memorise sections; some 

are able to memorise the entire Qur’an before 

reaching adolescence.  

• The recitation of the Qur’an itself is a well-developed 

form of religious art, with rules for correct 

pronunciation and varying styles between different 

regions.  
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• The opening chapter of the Qur’an 
(al-Fatiha) is often recited to open a 
meeting or gathering. 

• At the end, the short chapter ‘the 
Declining Day’ (al-Asr, chapter 103) 
is often recited as a prayer, and as a 
reflection on the shortness of life and 
the importance of remembering 
one’s most important priorities in life. 

• Some people believe that the last 
two chapters of the Qur’an, and 
certain passages from the second 
chapter, in particular the ‘verse of 
the Throne’, have powers of 
protection which can keep away 
evil. 

 

When verses are recited.. 
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Qur’an used on daily basis 

• During holy occasions, such as the month of Ramadan and 

special nights the Quran is recited in full. 

• Such passages may be written down, displayed on a wall or 

recited when someone feels that they are in danger. 

• Muslims also use phrases from the Qur’an on a daily basis, 

sometimes without even thinking about it.  

• Such phrases range from short personal prayers, often 

based on prayers which were offered by Qur’anic prophets. 
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Handling the Qur’an 



Title of Presentation Slide 25 

Handling the Qur’an 

• People should sit up straight, dress as 

if intending to visit a prince, and 

place the Qur’an on their lap or on 

something that is off the floor.  

• Before touching the Qur’an, Muslims 

should be ritually pure.  

• This involves the same purification 

ritual that Muslims undertake before 

performing the five daily prayers. 

• This is all conducted out of respect for 

the Qur’an as the Word of God.  
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Inner and Outer Purity 

• There are religious rulings that the 

Qur’an should not be taken into 

places considered unclean, such as 

a rubbish dump or toilet. 

• Similarly, inappropriate use of any 

material that may contain Qur’anic 

verses, such as newspapers, should 

not be thrown out with or put in the 

same place as rubbish.  

• Instead, it should be burnt or buried. 
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Hafiz - Memorisation 
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Hafiz - Memorisation 
• Recitation of the Qur’an is an important Islamic practice 

dating back to the time of Prophet Muhammad. 

• A hafiz, (pronounced hafith) is someone who has memorised 

the Qur’an.  

• He/she has high respect in the Muslim community and may 

become a professional reciter. 

• Passages from the Qur’an are often recited as part of daily 

prayers, weddings, funerals and other important occasions, for 

the purpose of protection or healing and as part of daily life 
for many Muslims. 
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Justifications  

• Justification  of perspectives, opinions, rulings have 

been validated using the Qur’an and hadiths from the 

very first days of Islam till our own time. 

• Islamic literature shows that whenever there is a need 

to validate a custom or an idea, it is – first and 

foremost – attached to a Qur’ānic verse that could 

provide support, then to an auxiliary prophetic 

statement (h ̣adīth), and only then to other material.  

• As it is believed to be the Word of God it is the top 

source used. 
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Quran used to justify position 

• This method is used in: 

– Classical Islamic literature 

– Speeches of Muslim leaders,  

– fatwās (Islamic rulings),  

– Friday sermons held in mosques all over the Muslim 

world,  

– official reports from Muslim countries,  

– editorials or polemic articles,  

– even chats in popular forums over the Internet.  
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Examples of justification 
• “O mankind, We have created you male and a 

female, and appointed you races (shu‘ūb) and 
tribes (qabā’il), that you may know one another. 
Surely the noblest of you in the sight of God is the 
most god-fearing of you. God is All-knowing, All-
aware.” (Qur’an, 49:13) 

 The verse focuses on three aspects: 

 First, it deals with individuals, men and women, 
and can be understood as calling for 
egalitarianism of gender; 

 Second, it deals with the existence of different 
groups of people and can be interpreted as a 
call for equality;  

 Third, it concentrates on ethnico-religious aspects 
and advises believers to discern people by piety 
rather than by any other criterion. 

• By incorporating 49:13 into media-
communications, a different notion of Islam is 
being created: moderate rather than radical, 
peace loving rather than hate-mongering. 
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Hadith in Daily life 

• There are hadith covering 
almost every issue. 

• “The strong man is not a 
good wrestler; the strong 
man is in fact the person 
who controls himself at the 
time of anger.” (Bukhari) 

• “A person is on the way of 
his life friend. Therefore, he 
should think very carefully 
whom he is making a 
friend with.” (Tirmidhi, Abu 
Dawood) 

• “Cleanliness is a part of the 
faith.” (Tirmithi) 
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Hadith in Daily life  

• The Prophet (PBUH) said, "By 

Allah, he is not a believer! By 

Allah, he is not a believer! By 

Allah, he is not a believer.'' It 

was asked, "Who is that, O 

Messenger of Allah?'' He said, 

"One whose neighbour does not 

feel safe from his evil". (Bukhari 

and Muslim) 
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Hadith in Daily Life 
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Calligraphy  
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Calligraphy  

• Arabic calligraphy is considered 
one of the most important forms of 
Islamic artistic expression.  

• Patterns based on Qur’anic texts 
are often displayed in mosques, 
tombs and palaces, as well as in 
homes, on walls, furniture, tapestries 
and ornaments, and in secular 
manuscripts throughout the Muslim 
world. 

• Calligraphy as Islamic art is  well 
respected by all Muslims including 
non practicing or secular ones.  

• Calligraphy, often based on 
Qur’anic texts, is an important 
Islamic art form which has 
developed into many different 
styles and can be observed in all 
spheres of Muslim life. 
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Contemporary Artists 
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Contemporary Islamic Calligraphy 
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Qutub Minar 
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Alhambra 



Title of Presentation Slide 41 

Alhambra 
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With the Sheikh 
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With Sheikh Google 
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Individually 

Individual Recitation 
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Recitation with Friends 
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Conclusion 
 

1. Qur’an and hadith has strong influence on practicing Muslim daily 

life 

2. Qur'an and hadith are used for major milestones in ones life: Birth, 

Death, Marriage, Funeral 

3. Quran is also used in 5 daily prayers as well as supplication 

4. Qur'anic recitation has its own science – Tajweed – it forms basis of 

many Muslim households to have daily/ weekly Quranic recitals 

5. Holy Occasions like Month of Ramadan, special nights Quran is 

recited in full 

6. Memorisation is highly regarded and still occurs 

7. Personal study and Qur'anic sciences is encouraged 

8. Inner and Outer purity is sought for recitation and reflection of 

Qur’an 

9. The Prophetic hadith forms the basis of daily ethics and behaviour 
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