
 

 
A’isha Bint Abu Bakr 

Background 

A’isha Bint Abu Bakr was born in Mecca around 607CE.i She was the daughter of 
Abu Bakr (Prophet Muhammad’s pbuh closest friend and the first caliphii after the 
Prophet’s death), who belonged to the same tribe as the Prophet, the Qurayshiii. She 
grew up as a Muslim, having been brought up by Muslim parents: her mother, Um 
Ruman, and her father, Abu Bakr. She was betrothed to the Prophet at an early age but 
their marriage did not take place until after the hijraiv. 

She never married after the death of Prophet Muhammad pbuh. In Madinah, she 
resumed residence in the hut where she had lived with the Prophet in his lifetime. In 
her little room, she received visits from people from many regions who came to her to 
learn and understand the Qur’an and the sayings and ways of the Prophet. This small 
room became her classroom where she taught young girls and boys, and women and 
men from the community. She made the annual pilgrimage (hajj) to Mecca every year 
and pitched a tent there to receive those who came to study with her during the 
pilgrimage. She died at the age of 65, in the year 678CE.  

Prophet Muhammadpbuh departed from this world while resting his head on the lap of 
his beloved wife, A’isha.  

Education 

Qur’an 
A’isha lived a simple life with Prophet Muhammad pbuh. From an early age, she had 
been present during innumerable conversations between Muhammad pbuh and her 
parents regarding the revelation and the needs of the emerging community. Her mental 
acumen enabled her to easily learn the Qur’an by heart and to memorise additional 
revelations as they came.  

Hadith 
A’isha was one of the most prolific narrators, having narrated 2,210 hadith. She was 
also very well versed in hadith literature, having witnessed a lot of the actions of the 
Prophet pbuh on various aspects of Islam. A’isha therefore had a major impact on our 
understanding of Islam today. Her importance in hadith is not just limited to her 
transmission of the knowledge, but her interpretation of hadith assists in understanding 
the knowledge and applying it contextually. A’isha contextualised what she saw from 
the Prophet pbuh and put it into practice through daily life activities. The significance of 
her actions meant that many of the Prophet’s sayings and practices were preserved. 



 

 

Example of a hadith narrated by A’isha: 

Hamza bin Amr Al-Aslami asked the Prophet, "Should I fast while traveling?" The 
Prophet replied, "You may fast if you wish, and you may not fast if you wish.” 
(Bukhari, Volume 3, Number 164). From this we learn that during Ramadan we are 
permitted to fast or to break our fast.  

Fiqh (Jurisprudence)  
A’isha was one of the few who could make novel rulings based on her knowledge of 
the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Fiqh is about comprehending the reasoning and 
justification for judgments. When there is no clear statement, a ruling could only be 
made by reasoning, and A’isha’s knowledge was advanced compared to her peers. She 
would ask the Prophet pbuh for the reasoning behind many matters when she was unable 
to comprehend their lawful cause and received the answer directly from him. She 
corrected misunderstandings with examples from the Prophet’s pbuh own life. Due to 
her asking the Prophet pbuh for extra details and the reasonings, she was able to transmit 
this information after his death, hence preserving it.  

Tafsir (Qur’anic Exegesis)  
A’isha closely followed the explanations of Prophet Muhammad pbuh related to the 
Qur’an and learned the obscure points directly. She acquired the ability to understand 
the purpose of the Qur’an, and to interpret general principles within the framework of 
Islam. She was not only a narrator who conveyed what she had heard and seen, but 
also an interpreter of its meaning. Narrations related to understanding the Qur’an 
generally passed through Abdullah ibn Abbas and A’isha, which proved A’isha’s 
importance as an interpreter.  

Orator  
She was also a brilliant orator, al-Ahnaf having said, “I have heard speeches of Abu 
Bakr and Omar, Uthman and Ali and the Khalifa up to this day, but I have not heard 
speech more persuasive and more beautiful from the mouth of any person than from 
the mouth of A’isha.” 

Medicine 
Her thirst for knowledge, opportunities to learn and great memory allowed her to 
become a great scholar. However, her knowledge and expertise was not confined to 
religious teachings.  She had profound knowledge of medicine.  Whenever foreign 
delegations came to Muhammad pbuh and discussed various remedies for illnesses, she 
remembered them and was later able to recommend treatments.  She was also so well 
versed in mathematics that companions of the Prophet used to consult her on problems 
they were not able to solve. 

 



 

 

One of her male students, Urwah ibn az-Zubayr said of herv: “I did not see a greater 
scholar than A’isha in the learning of Qur’an, obligatory duties, lawful and unlawful 
manners, poetry, literature, Arab history and genealogy.” 

Politics 
She was temporarily involved in politics especially when the third caliph Othman was 
assassinated by some insurgents from Egypt. She felt strongly about the need to find 
and punish the insurgents. When the fourth caliph Ali was slow to act, she led a small 
force to follow and find the insurgents. Ali set out to intercede and in confusion the 
two sides broke into battle. This was unfortunately the first battle amongst Muslims. 
This battle is known as the Battle of Camel as A’isha led the group from the top of a 
camel.  

 
Character and Personality 

A’isha was deeply connected to the Prophet pbuh. Their marriage was founded on love, 
respect and understanding. She was content with her way of life and was always 
grateful for what she was granted. She was never heard to speak ill of anyone and was 
humble, generous and graceful. She protected and looked after orphans and poor 
children, raising them with utmost care.  

She was pious and practiced what she taught. She was also humble. Often in later 
years she referred questioners to others whom she felt had more knowledge than her. 
For example, she refused to admit her knowledge to Abbas because she was afraid that 
he would praise her too much, preferring humility.  

Throughout her life she continued to live in the style of utter simplicity that she had 
experienced with Prophet Muhammad pbuh. As they had often little to eat and drink she 
never learned to cook, continued fasting often, and when the stipend allotted to her by 
the government treasury was brought to her, she would often distribute it to those in 
need the same day, keeping nothing for herself. 

 

Significant Events 

Marriage 
When covering the life of Prophet Muhammad pbuh, one of the most debatable topics is 
that of the age of his marriage to A’isha. Her alleged very young age has been used in 
smear campaigns against the Prophet.  
 
Reports that A’isha bint Abu Bakr was 6 or 7 years old when she became engaged and  



 

 

10 when she married has been the reason for such controversy about their relationship.  

There are factors that strengthen the probability that she was born before the 
commencement of Islam, was engaged at 14 or 15 years of age and was married to the 
Prophet at the age of 17 or 18: 

o Her being on the battle front at Uhud, in the third year after the Hijra, when 
boys below puberty were turned away due to their age;  

o Her depth in scholarly matters and the mature attitude and statements she put 
forth regarding the matter of slander;  

o The age difference between her and the Prophet’s daughter Fatima;  
o Her knowledge and awareness of the migration from Mecca to Medina and 

later developments;  
o Dates of birth and death not being as clearly determined in that society as they 

are today; and 
o It was custom to refer to ages as the number of years after puberty 

In short, regardless of whether A’isha’s age at marriage was 9 or 17 or 18, there is 
nothing strange about it, contextually. It was quite a widespread custom to marry both 
boys and girls at a young age. Also worth noting is the harshest critics of Prophet 
Muhammad pbuh did not criticise the age difference, which means it was not a cause for 
concern at the time. However, when we look at information passed down to us, it 
should not be forgotten that this information to the effect that A’isha was born in 605, 
engaged at the age of 14 or 15 and married at the age of 17 or 18 is too strong to be 
ignored. 
 
http://www.fountainmagazine.com/Issue/detail/At-What-Age-Did-A’isha-Marry-the-
Prophet  

The Slander Incident 
A’isha once accompanied the Prophet pbuh on a campaign and was travelling with a 
caravan. She accidentally got separated from the caravan during the journey and was 
stranded in the desert. Waiting to be rescued, she fell asleep and was found the next 
day by a man called Safwan bin Mu`attal, who was travelling nearby. He brought his 
camel and made it kneel so that she could ride upon it. Then he set out leading the 
camel until they caught up with the army. The leader of the hypocrites, Abdullah bin 
Ubayy, saw this as an opportunity to slander A’isha and spread suspicion and rumours 
about infidelity. He fabricated the lie and whispered it to others, until some of the 
Muslims started to believe it, and began to talk about their suspicions. A’isha was ill at 
the time and was unaware about the slander. But she observed the Prophet’s pbuh 
behavior to have changed toward her as he was unsure what to believe.  

 

 



 

 

The Prophet pbuh remained in anxiety with regard to A’isha for one month. He visited 
her and her parents and gently said: “A’isha, I have heard this about you. If you are 
innocent, I expect that Allah will declare your innocence. But if you have committed 
the sin, you should offer repentance, and ask for Allah’s forgiveness; when a servant 
(of Allah) confesses his guilt and repents, Allah forgives him." 

Hearing these words, tears welled in her eyes. She looked to her father expecting that 
he would say something in her defence, but he said, `Daughter, I do not know what I 
should say.’ Then she turned to her mother, but she also did not know what to say. At 
last A’isha replied, “You have all heard something about me and believed it. Now if I 
say that I am innocent – and Allah is my witness that I am innocent – you will not 
believe me; and if I confess something which I never did – and Allah knows that I 
never did it – you will believe me. I cannot but repeat the words which the father of 
Prophet Joseph had spoken: I will bear this patiently with good grace.” 
 
At that moment, suddenly the state of receiving the Divine Revelation appeared on the 
Prophet pbuh. The revelation proved her innocence. The Prophet pbuh was overjoyed, 
saying: “Congratulations, A’isha, Allah has sent down proof of your innocence”. This 
highlights her position and status as it was God who defended her. The verse and this 
incident provided the ruling for adultery that to prove it four witnesses are required. 
 
http://www.iqrasense.com/islamic-history/the-slander-against-ayesha-ra-mother-of-
the-believers-and-her-vindication-by-allah.html  
 
Battle of Camel 
After the killing of Uthman (who was the Caliph at the time), some companions 
wanted the murderers to be brought to justice. On the other hand, Ali wanted to 
stabilise the situation, choosing to establish leadership and not to take action 
immediately. However, A’isha, Talha, and Azubayr lead a contingent to Basra with the 
intention of reconciliation. When Ali heard this, he traveled to meet them with a large 
contingent. The intention was to make them understand and obey his order (as the 
caliph and leader of Muslims), as well as to discuss what to do with the murderers. 
 
The fighting in the Battle of Camel was instigated by a group known as the Sab'iyyah. 
Their aim was to prevent the conciliation between the companions. The Sab'iyyah saw 
the situation as a threat to themselves. They hid among both sides, causing them fight 
against each other. About ten thousand people died in this battle. 
 
Shia and Sunni scholars have different views about the causes of the war, with Shia 
Muslims stating that A’isha acted wrongly by not following the leadership of Ali. 
A’isha is respected by Shias and insulting her has been made forbidden (although 
some extreme Shias curse her); but she is not regarded as a high ranking sahaba 
(prophet's companion) and is thus highly criticised for her conduct in this situation. 



 

 
 
Sunni - Shi’ite divide 
 
Both Sunni and Shia Muslims share the most fundamental Islamic beliefs and articles 
of faith. The differences between these two main sub-groups within Islam initially 
stemmed not from spiritual differences, but political ones. Over the centuries, 
however, these political differences have spawned a few varying practices and 
positions which have come to carry a spiritual significance. 
 

A’isha’s Impact on Islamic World and History 

A’isha laid down the fundamental rules of Arab-Islamic ethics. She affirmed that noble 
qualities of character were: “honesty of speech, reliability, truthfulness and 
steadfastness in misfortune, the provision of protection for friend and neighbour, and 
readiness to give aid in the ups and downs of life, to feed the needy, to treat slaves 
with kindness and to revere one’s parents”.  

Knowledge 
Conveying the message and guiding others truly constituted the centre of A’isha’s life 
after Prophet Muhammad pbuh. She intervened in mistakes she saw to explain how an 
issue was resolved during his lifetime. A’isha enjoined the good and forbade the evil in 
every circumstance; she did whatever she could to guide the people. The motive 
behind her efforts was her serious concern for putting the teaching of the Qur’an and 
the sunnah into practice. A’isha insisted in sharing the knowledge she had and felt 
anxious that something would remain restricted only to her. The depth and breadth of 
her knowledge far surpassed that of most individuals after the Prophet - man or 
woman. 

After Prophet Muhammad’s death, A’isha played a great role in the spread of Islamic 
knowledge. A’isha possessed a remarkable memory and used this gift for memorising 
the hadith. She has greatly assisted with the Islamic education of women, men and 
children. Thus, she has shown the importance of education in a woman’s life.  

She narrated 2,210 of Prophet Muhammad’s sayings or hadith. She was one of handful 
scholars of Medina, which became one of the most important centres of Islamic 
learning where thousands of people flocked to study Islam. 88 renowned scholars 
learnt from her, earning her the title, the scholar of scholars. 

She also had a key input in terms of religious edicts driven from the Qur’an, 
explaining the meaning of Qur’anic verses and of the Prophet’s sayings. Abu Musa Al-
Ash’ari, himself a famous jurist and learned scholar, says “whenever we, companions 
of the Prophet Muhammad pbuh encountered any difficulty in the matter of any sayings  



 

 

of the Prophet, we referred it to A’isha and found that she had definite knowledge 
about it.” Hence, her role in educating Muslims was significant.  

Women 

A’isha’s role in the establishment of the Islamic faith, has uplifted the status of Muslim 
women. She became a representative for women when she entered the Prophet’s home, 
acting as an intermediary between him and women, who were shy to speak directly to 
him. Her situation made her a vital confidant, especially for female companions. 

A’isha played an active role in eliminating the ignorant pre-Islamic habits of their 
ancestors formed during the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyya). Her closeness to Prophet 
Muhammad pbuh, her knowledge of the Qur’an and her amiable attitude towards the 
troubles of women, both before and after her marriage, were an advantage to women. 
In the Age of Ignorance, women were generally treated with contempt. Though many 
were converting to Islam, the old attitudes in society were not entirely erased 
overnight. Many women had neither rights nor value and remained in a state worse 
than slavery prior to Islam.  

Not only was she key in uplifting the status of women during the early formation of 
Islam, she remains today a role model for Muslim women worldwide. This is 
particularly relevant today, where women’s rights in some Muslim countries are not 
being upheld. A’isha’s example demonstrates that women are an important part of 
society, that education of women is essential in Islam, that women can become 
involved in all aspects of society and that women’s status is not to be considered 
inferior to men.  

A’isha’s incident of the slander also provided important Islamic rulings: 

o Accusing someone of adultery must involve four witnesses who have seen the 
act (the likelihood of this occurring is very slim)  

o Suspicion and slander is to be avoided 

This was significant at the time as prior to Islam people took adultery into their own 
hands, killing anyone caught or accused of it. It brought a dramatic change from 
killing someone on accusation to having to provide four witnesses and take the matter 
before a court.   

Conclusion 

Her life, her scholarly opinions, though over 1400 years old, are not collecting dust in 
some ancient manuscripts, but are alive and used as a basis and a guide for Muslims 
throughout the Muslim world, from America to the Middle East, the Indo-Pak 
subcontinent to Southeast Asia. 



 

 

It was from this elevated position that she was able to utilise her many attributes and 
influence early Islamic history. A’isha remains today one of the most prominent, 
argued-about women in the history of Islam. Her legacy is complicated and the two 
major strands of Islam have conflicting views – views that depend on their version of 
the proper lineage of the Prophet’s successors. 

A’isha bint Abu Bakr was a leader, a woman, a wife, a theologian, a scholar and a 
political activist. She was precocious (someone that pushes the boundaries), loyal, 
brave and intelligent. These aspects of her humble life have allowed her to make a 
powerful impact on the development and expression of Islam that no woman has 
arguably reached. Not only did she influence the position of women in Islamic society, 
Islamic ethics, and the understanding and interpretation of the Qur’an, but she also 
modelled these qualities for the men, women and children of Islam. 

 

i	There	are	conflicting	reports	on	the	birth	date	of	A’isha.	This	date	refers	to	a	report	which	states	that	
her	sister	Asma	died	at	100	years	of	age	in	75	AH.	Asma	was	10	years	of	A’isha	senior.	
ii	 The	 word	 caliph	 is	 a	 term	 used	 to	 describe	 the	 leader	 of	 the	 Islamic	 community;	 “successor”,	
“representative”.	
iii	 TOPALOGLU,	 B	 (ed.),	 1989.	The	 Islamic	 Encyclopedia,	 vol.	 2.	 Istanbul:	 The	 Foundation	 of	 Religious	
Affairs	Turkey	
iv	Hijra	refers	to	the	migration	of	Muslims	from	the	city	of	Mecca	to	Medinah	during	the	prophethood	of	
Muhammadpbuh	
v	HELMINSKI,	C.	A.,	2003.	Women	f	Sufism:	A	hidden	treasure.	Massachussets:	Shambhala	

                                                


